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The theme of loneliness in Frankenstein 
Introduction 
Mary Shelley displays a number of themes in her novel Frankenstein. Numerous themes included in the novel entail the dangers of playing God, revenge, the need for love, blind ambition, and other various themes. Loneliness and isolation is a common theme which reappears constantly in the novel. The theme of loneliness is used to drive various irrational actions of the characters within the novel. Individuals are lonely or alone in the book due to various factors like being abandoned by their parents or abandoned by society. Although the aloneness of an individual may be important to shaping one's life, interacting socially with others can also be an essential factor in one’s development. 
Victor Frankenstein experiences loneliness in his time as he is isolated from family members and society as he pursues his love for science. Victor leaves his family behind as he leaves to pursue studies at your age (Shelley, Ch.3). He lost contact with members of his family without any communication at all. As he pursues his dreams of understanding the world's miracles, he becomes more isolated. Victor's dream and love for science make him isolate himself from society. In his university education, he makes various experiments on science, he usually spends his time alone. This ends up recreating his life to a monster he never likes and later starts to struggle on recreating his life again.
Walton experiences isolation and loneliness during his voyage. In his letter to his sister, he writes "I desire the company of a man who could sympathize with me; whose eyes would reply to mine” (Shelley letter 2). In this letter, Walton expresses his loneliness in his trip. Although he is not sailing alone, he still lacks a point of connection between himself and his shipmates. The people have a different social class from their own and they also lack education. When Walton compares himself to these sailors and shipmates, he feels lonely as they have nothing in common. He longs to have a friend who would have common dreams, interests as well as someone whose opinion is as his. He writes “I bitterly feel the want of a friend” (Shelley Letter 3). The individuals around him made him feel lonely or isolated and couldn’t make a friend in them.
The creature also experiences loneliness in society. The creature created by victor experiences loneliness due to the rejection of humans based on its hideous appearance. The creature desires to be loved and tries all it can to fit in the society like everyone else. Even victor who created it in his pursuit of knowledge walks away from it with a scared look on his face (Shelley Ch.5). The monster says “I had never yet seen a being resembling me, or who claimed any intercourse with me” (Shelley Ch.5). the monster says this depicting his isolation in a world full of different people. Just like Walton, the lack of a common soul around the creature leads to its loneliness in a world full of different people. 


Conclusion 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The theme of loneliness is highly developed in Frankenstein by Mary Shelley. The theme of loneliness influences the actions of different characters in the whole novel. Loneliness is also expressed as a feeling experienced by characters like Walton and Creature due to a lack of a common being. The theme also develops various situations for characters. Victor's loneliness is due to his isolation from the family, society, and pursuit of knowledge. Through victor, the author also portrays the negative effects that being lonely or isolated may bring to an individual's life. these include poor individual decisions like creating the monster which he runs away from after creating it. 
